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World War 1: "total war?"  
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Other than the fact that WWI involved so many different nations, what else qualifies it as a "total war?"  Do you think this was the world's first "total war?"  Why or why not?
	Apart from the fact that WWI involved many nations, it was a total war since all the resources were mobilized to fight the war. WWI required sufficient human resource and young men had to disengage from there productive work to serve in the military (Buhs, 2005). Total war involves a collective punishment where civilians are not different from the combatants and are therefore attacked. This is so because the opposing side in WWI considered every human resource to be part of the war. Over 70 million military personnel were mobilized and used during the war (Bade & Brown, 2003). The war left behind millions of casualties, that is about 16 million people who were combatants and non-combatants died during the war. 
	WWI is the first total war considering the number of victims involved in the war, the organization of the war as well as the artillery that was used during the war and also the period of the war. There is other warfare, which is considered total war, for instance, the Taping Rebellion that left behind over 20 million casualties (Buhs, 2005). Although the losses might exceed the victims of WWI, its organization is not as sophisticated as that of WWI. WWI involved nations forming alliances while on the other hand, the Taping war included the members of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom fighting the Imperials. The weapons used during the Taiping war, Napoleonic war or even during the American civil war are no match to the heavy artilleries that were used during WWI. WWI integrated the use of poisonous gases, submarines, and warships. WWI was not only experienced in the land as of the previous wars, but it was fought in all surroundings.
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